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Until 1990, when a Minneapolis family lawyer decided he had had enough, ending a 
marriage often involved a bitter, soul-rending bloodbath known as divorce by trial. There 
were alternatives — settlement, mediation — but litigated divorce cases far outweighed 
them, and even these alternatives did not preclude a divorce from going to trial. 
 
The birth of collaborative law and dispute resolution offered a chance for couples to close 
out their union without leaving anyone — including their children and their attorneys — 
buried under a pile of smoking rubble. 
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